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Table B-1. Special-status Plant Species with the Potential to Occur in the Project Vicinity 

Common and  
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 

Distribution Habitat Association 
Identification 

Period 
Potential for Occurrence within the project 

site2 Federal 
State/ 
CNPS 

Ione manzanita 

Arctostaphylos 

myrtifolia 

FT 1B.2 Amador and Calaveras 

Counties 

Evergeen shrub. Chaparral, 

cismontane woodland (acidic, 

Ione soil clay or sandy). Present in 

elevations ranging from 195 to 

1,905 feet amsl.  

November 

through 

February 

No potential. The project site is not within 

this species’ elevation range, and habitat is 

not present within the project site. There are 

no known occurrences of this species within 

10 miles of the project site, and this species 

was not observed during surveys. 

Pine hill ceanothus 

Ceanothus roderickii 

FE 1B.2 El Dorado County Perennial evergreen shrub. 

Chaparral, cismontane woodland 

(serpentinite or gabbroic). Present 

in elevations ranging from 805 to 

3,575 feet amsl.  

May through 

June 

No potential. The project site is not within 

this species’ elevation range, and habitat is 

not present within the project site. There are 

no known occurrences of this species within 

10 miles of the project site. This species was 

not observed during surveys. 

Red hills soaproot 

Chlorogalum 

grandiflorum 

- 1B.2 Amador, Calaveras, El 

Dorado, Placer, and 

Tuolumne Counties 

Perennial bulbiferous herb. 

Chaparral, cismontane woodland, 

lower montane coniferous forest 

(serpentinite or gabbroic). 

Present in elevations ranging from 

805 to 5,545 feet amsl.  

May through 

June 

No potential. The project site is not within 

this species’ elevation range, and habitat is 

not present within the project site. There are 

no known occurrences of this species within 

10 miles of the project site. This species was 

not observed during surveys. 

Dwarf downingia 

Downingia pusilla 

- 2B.2 Fresno, Merced, Napa, 

Placer, Sacramento, San 

Joaquin, Solano, Sonoma, 

Stanislaus, Tehama, and 

Yuba Counties 

Annual herb. Valley and foothill 

grassland (mesic) and vernal 

pools. 

Present in elevations ranging from 

5 to 1,460 feet amsl. 

March through 

May 

No potential. There is one known 

occurrence of this species within 10 miles of 

the project site, however, there are no vernal 

pools or mesic areas within the project area. 

This species was not found during surveys. 

Ione buckwheat 

Eriogonum apricum 

var. apricum 

FE SE/1B.2 Amador County Perennial herb. Chaparral 

(openings, Ione soil). 

Present in elevations ranging from 

195 to 475 feet amsl.  

July through 

October 

No potential. The project site is not within 

this species’ elevation range, habitat is not 

present within the project site. There are no 

known occurrences of this species within 10 

miles of the project site. 

Irish hill buckwheat 

Eriogonum apricum 

var. prostratum 

FE SE/1B.2 Amador County Perennial herb. Chaparral 

(openings, Ione soil). 

Present in elevations ranging from 

295 to 395 feet amsl. 

June through 

July 

No potential. Although surveys were not 

conducted within this species’ blooming 

period, habitat is not present and the project 

site is not within this species’ elevation 

range. This species was not observed during 

surveys. 
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Common and  
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 

Distribution Habitat Association 
Identification 

Period 
Potential for Occurrence within the project 

site2 Federal 
State/ 
CNPS 

Tuolumne button-

celery  

Erynigium 

pinnatisectum 

- 1B.2 Amador, Calaveras, 

Sacramento, San Joaquin, 

and Tuolumne Counties 

Annual/perennial herb. 

Cismontane woodland, lower 

montane coniferous forest, vernal 

pools (mesic). 

Present in elevations ranging from 

230 to 3,000 feet amsl. 

June through 

August 

No potential. The project site is not within 

this species’ elevation range, and habitat is 

not present within the project site. There are 

no known occurrences of this species within 

10 miles of the project site. This species was 

not observed during surveys. 

Pine hill flannelbush 

Fremontodendron 

decumbens 

FE 1B.2 El Dorado, Nevada, and 

Yuba Counties 

Evergreen shrub. Chaparral and 

cismontane woodland (rocky, 

serpentinite or gabbroic soils). 

Present in elevations ranging from 

1,395 to 2,495 feet amsl.  

April through 

July 

No potential. The project site is not within 

this species’ elevation range, and habitat is 

not present within the project site. There are 

no known occurrences of this species within 

10 miles of the project site. This species was 

not observed during surveys. 

El Dorado bedstraw 

Galium californicum 

ssp. sierrae 

FE 1B.2 El Dorado County Perennial herb. Chaparral, 

cismontane woodland, and lower 

montane coniferous forest 

(gabbroic). 

Present in elevations ranging from 

330 to 1,920 feet amsl.  

May through 

June 

No potential. The project site is not within 

this species’ elevation range, and habitat is 

not present within the project site. There are 

no known occurrences of this species within 

10 miles of the project site. This species was 

not observed during surveys. 

Bogg’s lake hedge 

hyssop 

Gratiola heterosepala 

- SE/1B.2 Fresno, Lake, Lassen, 

Madera, Mendocino, 

Merced, Modesto, Placer, 

Sacramento, Shasta, 

Siskiyou, San Joaquin, 

Solano, Sonoma, and 

Tehama Counties 

Annual herb. Marshes, swamps, 

lake margins, and vernal pools 

with clay soils. 

Present in elevations ranging from 

35 to 7,790 feet amsl. 

April through 

June 

Not Likely. There are six known 

occurrences of this species within 10 miles 

of the project site. Suitable habitat occurs 

within the vernal pool within the project 

site. However, this species was not found 

during surveys. 

Parry's horkelia 

Horkelia parryi 

 1B.2 Amador, Calaveras, El 

Dorado, Mariposa, and 

Tuolumne Counties 

Perennial herb. Chaparral, 

cismontane woodland especially 

Ione formation. 

Present in elevations ranging from 

260 to 3,510 feet amsl.  

April through 

June 

(September) 

No potential. The project site is not within 

this species’ elevation range, and habitat is 

not present within the project site. There are 

no known occurrences of this species within 

10 miles of the project site. This species was 

not observed during surveys. 
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Common and  
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 

Distribution Habitat Association 
Identification 

Period 
Potential for Occurrence within the project 

site2 Federal 
State/ 
CNPS 

Ahart’s dwarf rush 

Juncus leiospemus 

var. ahartii 

- 1B.2 Butte, Calaveras, Placer, 

Sacramento, Tehama, and 

Yuba Counties 

Annual herb. Chaparral, 

cismontane woodland, meadows, 

and seeps, valley and foothill 

grasslands, vernal pools (vernally 

mesic). 

Elevation: 100 to 750 feet amsl.  

March through 

May 

No potential. There are two known 

occurrences of this species within 10 miles 

of the project site. No suitable habitat is 

present within the project site. 

Legenere 

Legenere limosa 

- 1B.2 Alameda, Lake, 

Monterey, Napa, Placer, 

Sacramento, Santa Clara, 

Shasta, San Joaquin, San 

Mateo, Solano, Sonoma, 

Stanislaus, Tehama, and 

Yuba Counties 

Annual herb. Vernal pools. 

Present in elevations ranging from 

5 to 2,885 feet amsl. 

April through 

June 

No potential. There are fifteen known 

occurrences of this species within 10 miles 

of the project site. No suitable habitat 

present within the project site. 

Pincushion 

navarretia 

Navarretia myersii 

ssp. myersii 

- 1B.2 Amador, Calaveras, 

Madera, Merced, Placer, 

and Sacramento Counties 

Annual herb. Vernal pools. Present 

in elevations ranging from 65 to 

1,085 feet amsl.  

May No potential. There is one known 

occurrence of this species within 10 miles of 

the project site. No suitable habitat occurs 

within the project site. 

Slender orcutt grass 

Orcuttia tenuis 

FT SE/1B.2 Butte, Lake, Lassen, 

Modesto, Plumas, 

Sacramento, Shasta, 

Siskiyou, and Tehama 

Counties 

Annual herb. Vernal pools. 

Present in elevations ranging from 

115 to 5,775 feet amsl.  

May through 

September 

(October) 

No potential. There are three known 

occurrences of this species within 10 miles 

of the project site. No suitable habitat 

occurs within the project site. 

Sacramento orcutt 

grass 

Orcuttia viscida 

FE SE/1B.2 Sacramento County Annual herb. Vernal pools. 

Present in elevations ranging from 

100 to 330 feet amsl.  

April through 

July 

No potential. There are eleven known 

occurrences of this species within 10 miles 

of the project site. No suitable habitat 

occurs within the project site. 

Layne’s ragwort 

Packera layneae 

FT 1B.2 El Dorado, Placer, 

Tuolumne, and Yuba 

Counties 

Perennial herb. Chaparral and 

cismontane woodland (rocky, 

serpentinite or gabbroic soils). 

Present in elevations ranging from 

655 to 3,560 feet amsl.  

April through 

July 

No potential. Suitable habitat does not 

occur within the project site. The project site 

is outside of this species’ known elevation 

range. There are no known occurrences of 

this species within 10 miles of the project 

site. 
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Common and  
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 

Distribution Habitat Association 
Identification 

Period 
Potential for Occurrence within the project 

site2 Federal 
State/ 
CNPS 

Sanford’s 

arrowhead 

Sagittaria sanfordii 

- 1B.2 Butte, Del Norte, El 

Dorado, Fresno, King, 

Los Angeles, Madera, 

Merced, Mariposa, 

Orange, Sacramento, San 

Bernadino, Santa Clara, 

Shasta, San Joaquin, San 

Mateo, Solano, Sutter, 

Tehama, Tulare, Ventura, 

and Yuba Counties 

Perennial rhizomatous herb 

(emergent). Marshes and swamps 

(assorted shallow freshwater). 

Extirpated from Southern 

California, and mostly extirpated 

from the Central Valley. 

Present in elevations ranging from 

0 to 2,135 feet amsl.  

May through 

October 

Could occur. There are 17 known 

occurrences of this species within 10 miles 

of the project site. Suitable habitat occurs 

within Buffalo Creek within the parcel. 

Construction would not occur near this 

creek, so this species could not occur within 

areas affected by project disturbance.  

El Dorado County 

mule ears 

Wyethia reticulata 

- 1B.2 El Dorado County Perennial herb. Chaparral, 

cismontane woodland, and lower 

montane coniferous forest (clay or 

gabbroic). 

Present in elevations ranging from 

605 to 2,065 feet amsl.  

May through 

July 

No potential. Suitable habitat does not 

occur within the project site. The project site 

is outside of this species’ known elevation 

range. There are no known occurrences of 

this species within 10 miles of the project 

site. 
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Notes for Table A-1 

Notes: 

amsl = above mean sea level;  

CNPS = California Native Plant Society 
1 Status explanations: 

– = no listing. 

Federal 

FT = listed as threatened under the federal Endangered Species Act. 

FE = listed as endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act. 

State 

SE = listed as endangered under the California Endangered Species Act. 

California Native Plant Society California Rare Plant Ranks: 

1B = plant species considered rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere. 

2B = plant species considered rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere. 

California Rare Plant Rank Extensions: 

1 = seriously endangered in California (>80% of occurrences are threatened and/or have high degree and immediacy of threat). 

2 = fairly endangered in California (20–80% of occurrences are threatened and/or have moderate degree and immediacy of threat). 

3 = not very threatened in California (<20% of occurrences are threatened and/or have low degree and immediacy of threat or no current threats known). 
2 Potential for occurrence categories defined: 

No Potential = The project site is located outside of the species’ geographic or elevational range or no suitable habitat for the species is present within or immediately 
adjacent to the project site. 
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Table B-2. Special-Status Animal Species with the Potential to Occur in the Project Vicinity 

Common and  
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence in the project site2 

Federal State 

Invertebrates     

Crotch bumble bee 

Bombus crotchii 

- SCE In California, this species inhabits open grassland 

and scrub habitats. This species occurs primarily in 

California, including the Mediterranean region, 

Pacific Coast, Western Desert, Great Valley, and 

adjacent foothills through most of southwestern 

California. This species was historically common in 

the Central Valley of California but now appears to 

be absent from most of it, especially in the center of 

its historic range. Nests have not been well 

documented. 

Unlikely. No suitable nesting habitat within the project site. 

Flowering species such as perennial pepperweed and 

California poppy may provide some foraging potential, 

however, these plants are not typically associated with 

foraging patterns of this species. The nearest CNDDB 

occurrence is 4 miles south of the project site.  

Vernal pool fairy shrimp 

Branchinecta lynchi 

FT – Vernal pools and other seasonal wetlands, typically 

small but including a wide range of sizes. 

No Potential. There is no suitable vernal pool or seasonal 

wetland habitat present within the project site. 

Valley elderberry longhorn 

beetle 

Desmocerus californicus 

dimorphus 

FT – Elderberry shrubs, typically in riparian habitats 

below 3,000 feet in elevation. 

No Potential. No elderberry shrubs, required for this 

species, are present within the project site or within 100 

feet of the project site. 

Vernal pool tadpole shrimp 

Lepidurus packardi 

FE – Vernal pools and other seasonal wetlands, typically 

medium to large but including a wide range of sizes 

with relatively long inundation period. 

No Potential. There is no suitable vernal pool or seasonal 

wetland habitat present within the project site. 

Reptiles and Amphibians     

California tiger salamander 

Ambystoma californiense 

FT ST Vernal pools and other seasonal wetlands (e.g., in 

ditches) with adequate inundation period and large 

tracts of adjacent uplands, primarily grasslands, with 

burrows and other refugia. Not known to breed in 

streams or rivers. 

No Potential. There is no suitable upland or aquatic 

breeding habitat for this species within the project site. 

While there are vernal pools and seasonal wetland habitat 

near the project site (south of South Folsom Canal) that 

could be used by this species for breeding, the highest 

quality upland habitat in the area is immediately adjacent to 

those potential aquatic habitat sites, and California tiger 

salamander would not be expected to migrate into urban 

areas with upland and aquatic habitat nearby. Additionally, 

the low-quality habitat just described is highly fragmented. 

Furthermore, no CNDDB-documented occurrences occur 

within 10 miles of this site.  
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Common and  
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence in the project site2 

Federal State 

Western pond turtle 

Emys marmorata 

– SSC Closely associated with permanent or nearly 

permanent water in a variety of aquatic habitats. For 

foraging, ponds, marshes, slow-moving streams, 

sloughs, and irrigation/drainage ditches; for nesting, 

soils in nearby uplands with low, sparse vegetation. 

Basking sites are required for thermoregulation, such 

as partially submerged logs, rocks, mats of floating 

vegetation, or open mud banks. Hibernation may 

occur in aquatic habitats or in burrows of adjacent 

uplands, often with duff. 

Unlikely. No permanent water habitat occurs within the 

project footprint. Buffalo Creek exists within the 

established project boundaries, but project activities would 

not extend to that feature. Additionally, this creek is 

densely vegetated by cattail and lacks basking sites 

required by this species. The project site itself is comprised 

of urban land cover type that is not suitable nesting habitat 

for this species. There are 11 CNDDB-documented 

occurrences within 10 miles of the project site, the nearest 

one being 1 mile north of the project site along the 

American River.  

Foothill yellow-legged frog 

Rana boylii 

FPE SE This species frequents rocky, sunny banks along 

streams and rivers of all sizes in woodland, chaparral 

and forest. This species is closely restricted to water.  

No Potential. There is no suitable rocky or sunny stream 

within the project site. Buffalo Creek, adjacent to the 

project site, is densely vegetation and would not provide 

suitable habitat for this species.  

California red-legged frog 

Rana draytonii 

FT SSC Dense, shrubby riparian vegetation (Salix lasiolepis; 

also Typha and Scirpus spp.) associated with deep, 

still, or slow-moving water. Currently extirpated 

from the Central Valley.  

No Potential. The project site is outside the current range 

of this species. No CNDDB-documented occurrences occur 

within 10 miles of this site.  

Western spadefoot 

Spea hammondii 

- SSC This species is predominantly a grassland species, 

although some populations can be found in pine-oak 

woodlands of the valley foothills. Western spadefoots 

require shallow, temporary pools or streams during 

the breeding season. Where natural vernal pools are 

absent, this species may make use of artificial ponds 

and stock tanks. Most of the year, western spadefoots 

reside in burrows at depths of up to 3 feet (1 meter). 

Spadefoots are capable of digging their own burrows 

but will use mammal burrows if available.  

Unlikely. There is no suitable aquatic or upland habitat 

within the project site.  
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Common and  
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence in the project site2 

Federal State 

Giant garter snake 

Thamnophis gigas 

FT ST Open water associated with slow-moving streams, 

sloughs, ponds, marshes, inundated floodplains, rice 

fields, and irrigation/drainage ditches within the 

Central Valley; also requires emergent herbaceous 

wetland vegetation for escape and foraging habitat, 

grassy banks and openings in waterside vegetation 

for basking, and higher elevation upland habitat for 

cover and refuge from flooding during the snakes 

inactive season. 

Unlikely. The project site does not provide the necessary 

habitat elements to support this species. The ditch is 

ephemeral, does not provide adequate aquatic habitat to 

support this species, and is limited in extent and 

connectivity to suitable habitat in the region. Buffalo Creek 

is a highly modified intermittent drainage adjacent to the 

project site. Buffalo Creek could provide potential 

movement habitat for this species breeding elsewhere in the 

region; however, the nearest CNDDB-documented 

occurrences is more than 13 miles south of the project site 

along the Cosumnes River. Furthermore, the banks of 

Buffalo Creek are tall, steep (nearly vertical), and very 

densely vegetated with tall cattail, which likely would 

provide a barrier for this species.  

Fishes     

Steelhead – Central Valley 

DPS 

Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus 

pop. 11 

FT -- Cool, clear streams with abundant cover and well-

vegetated banks, with relatively stable flows. Pool 

and riffle complexes and cold gravelly streambeds 

for spawning. The Yolo Bypass flows attract 

upstream migrating fish, including this species, from 

the Sacramento River into the Yolo Bypass at the 

mouth of the Cache Slough Complex near liberty 

island (CalFish 2018). Adult Steelhead migrate from 

the ocean into freshwater streams to spawn between 

December and March, and Juveniles migrate 

downstream to the Bay or ocean in late winter or 

spring. 

No Potential. The project activities would not have any 

impacts on streams or waterways where this species could 

occur.  
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Common and  
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence in the project site2 

Federal State 

Birds     

Tricolored blackbird 

Agelaius tricolor 

– ST/SSC For nesting colonially, large, dense stands of 

freshwater marsh, riparian scrub, and other shrubs 

and herbs; for foraging, grasslands and agricultural 

fields. Wintering populations concentrate in the Delta 

and the central coast in open rangeland; dairies are 

attractive. 

Unlikely. No suitable nesting or foraging habitat is present 

within the project site. Potential low quality freshwater 

emergent marsh that could be marginally suitable nesting 

habitat occurs along Buffalo Creek adjacent to the project 

site; the cattail marsh habitat is relatively small and would 

not be sufficient to support a nesting a colony. There are 27 

CNDDB-documented occurrences within 10 miles of the 

project site, the nearest presumed extant record located 

more than 3 miles south of the project site within a large 

expanse of blackberry in an undeveloped expanse of 

grassland.  

Grasshopper sparrow 

Ammodramus savannarum 

- SSC This species typically occurs in grasslands, prairies, 

hayfields, and open pastures with little to no scrub 

cover and often with some bare ground. This species 

nests on the ground, often at the base of a clump of 

grass within an extensive patch of tall grasses or 

sedges.  

Unlikely. There is no suitable nesting habitat for this 

species within the project footprint. Ruderally vegetated 

areas within the project site could provide low quality 

foraging habitat, but this species would not be expected to 

utilize ruderal vegetation for foraging with higher quality 

foraging habitat (grassland) so close, just south of the 

Folsom South Canal. The nearest CNDDB-documented 

occurrence is about 10 miles south of the project site.  

Burrowing owl 

Athene cunicularia  

– SSC For nesting and foraging, grasslands, agricultural 

fields, and low scrub habitats, especially where 

ground squirrel burrows are present; occasionally 

inhabit artificial structures and small patches of 

disturbed habitat.  

Unlikely. No suitable burrows were observed within the 

project site during site surveys. The project site is primarily 

comprised of a fenced, paved parking lot and an old play 

area. This site is surrounded by a busy multi-lane highway, 

as well as residential and commercial development. There 

is a larger expanse of grassland south of the project site that 

could be used by this species for foraging or nesting 

habitat, but the project site itself does not provide suitable 

nesting or foraging habitat for this species.  
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Common and  
Scientific Name 

Legal Status1 
Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence in the project site2 

Federal State 

Swainson’s hawk 

Buteo swainsoni 

– ST Typically nests in large, mature trees in open 

woodlands, woodland margins, in riparian strips 

along drainage canals, or in isolated trees; typically 

places nests high in trees; forages in native 

grasslands and agricultural fields (hay and grain 

crops, lightly grazed pastures, and some row crops) 

up to 10 miles or more from nest sites, depending on 

habitat availability and cropping patterns; alfalfa is of 

particular importance. 

Unlikely. There are more than 30 large stature oak trees 

within the project site, and the project site is close to 

grasslands that could be used by this species for foraging. 

This area is very disturbed, and the oak trees are within an 

urban landscape adjacent to a noisy highway. There are 14 

CNDDB documented occurrences within 10 miles of this 

project site. The nearest nesting record is 2 miles south of 

the project site within a grassland habitat that is contiguous 

with the grassland habitat immediately south of the project 

site.  

Northern harrier 

Circus cyaneus 

- SSC Meadows, grasslands, open rangelands, desert sinks, 

fresh and saltwater emergent wetlands. Nests on 

ground, usually at marsh edge. Mostly nests in 

emergent wetland or along rivers or lakes, but may 

nest in grasslands, grain fields, or on sagebrush flats 

several miles from water. Breeds April to September. 

Unlikely. There is no nesting or foraging habitat within the 

project site.  

White-tailed kite 

Elanus leucurus 

- FP Nests in shrubs (in Delta) and trees adjacent to 

grasslands oak woodland, edges of riparian habitats. 

Roosts communally, resident year-round, and breeds 

February-October. 

Unlikely. While there are large stature oak trees that could 

support nesting, successful nests for this species are 

typically greater than 300 feet from roadways and 

surrounded by natural vegetation. While there are oak trees 

that could support nests, these trees are within 60 meters of 

Folsom Boulevard, and within 150 meters of Highway 50. 

This species is not likely to nest or forage within the project 

site. The nearest CNDDB records are approximately 2 

miles or more to the northwest of the project site, along the 

American River (CDFW 2023). 

Bald eagle 

Haliaeetus leucocephalus 

- SE/FP Permanent resident and uncommon winter migrant, 

now restricted to breeding mostly in Butte, Lake, 

Lassen, Modoc, Plumas, Shasta, Siskiyou, and 

Trinity counties. Ocean shore, lake margins, and 

rivers, both nesting and wintering. Build stick nests 

within large tall trees and typically within 1 mile of 

permanent water. Wintering populations along major 

rivers and reservoirs in Yuba County. Breeds 

February to July. 

No Potential. The project site is not adjacent to any large 

rivers or bodies of water, and thus, there is no suitable 

foraging or nesting habitat for this species within or in 

close proximity to the project site.  
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Scientific Name 
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Habitat Requirements Potential for Occurrence in the project site2 

Federal State 

California black rail 

Laterallus jamaicensis 

coturniculus 

- ST Nests in shallow freshwater marshes, wet meadows, 

or flooded grassy areas vegetated by fine stemmed 

emergent plants; characterized by water depths of 

approximately one inch that do not fluctuate 

seasonally; locally occupied sites in the Sierra 

foothills are typically small, densely vegetated, and 

fed by irrigation water; habitat size varies from less 

than 0.25 acre to over 30 acres 

No Potential. No suitable nesting or foraging habitat is 

present within the project site.  

Bank swallow 

Riparia 

- ST Bank Swallows breed in open lowland areas near 

bodies of water. They tend to avoid forests, 

woodlands, or areas where they cannot find 

appropriate nesting habitats. Bank Swallows build 

nests, often in large colonies, in vertical banks and 

bluffs. These colonies are usually made in fairly 

loose soils that are easy for the birds to burrow into, 

and are located near large bodies of water so that 

there is ample airspace for flying. 

No Potential. There are no vertical banks or bluffs present 

within the project site that would be suitable nesting habitat 

for this species.  

Mammals     

Pallid bat 

Antrozous pallidus 

-  SSC Pallid bats roost in rock crevices, tree hollows, 

mines, caves, and a variety of anthropogenic 

structures, including vacant and occupied buildings. 

Buildings, mines, and natural caves are utilized as 

roosts. Occurrence is primarily in arid habitats. 

Colonies are usually small and may contain 12-100 

bats. 

Unlikely. Potential roosting habitat available within the 

trees on the project site. The only CNDDB record of this 

species within the 9-quadrangle search is 6 miles north of 

the project site.  

American badger  

Taxidea taxus 

 SSC Most abundant in drier open stages of most shrub, 

forest, and herbaceous habitats with friable soils. 

Need friable soils to dig large burrows for dens. 

Unlikely. No suitable burrows were observed within the 

project site during site surveys. The project site is largely 

comprised of a paved parking lot and some ruderal 

vegetation, and devoid of friable soils necessary to support 

badger dens.  
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Notes for Table A-2.  

Notes: 

amsl = above mean sea level 

BSA = Biological Study Area 

CNDDB = California Natural Diversity Database 

Delta = Sacramento–San Joaquin Delta 

DPS = Distinct Population Segment 

Project = Mine Shaft Digital Billboards  

1 Status explanations: 

– = no listing 

Federal 

FC = federal candidate for listing under the federal Endangered Species Act. 

FE = listed as endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act. 

FP = Fully Protected 

FPT = proposed for listing as threatened under the federal Endangered Species Act. 

FPE = proposed for listing as endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act. 

FT = listed as threatened under the federal Endangered Species Act. State 

SCE = state candidate for listing as endangered under the California Endangered Species Act. 

SCT = state candidate for listing as threatened under the California Endangered Species Act. 

SE = listed as endangered under the California Endangered Species Act. 

SSC = state species of special concern 

ST = listed as threatened under the California Endangered Species Act. 

Sources: CalFish 2018; CDFW 2023; data compiled by AECOM in 2023. 

2 Potential for occurrence categories defined: 
Could Occur = The species is known to occur in the vicinity of the project site (based on occurrence records within 5 miles and/or professional expertise specific to the site or 

species), and suitable (or potentially suitable) habitat is present within or immediately adjacent to the project site; or the project site is within the species’ range and 

suitable habitat is present within or immediately adjacent to the project site. 

Unlikely = The project site is located within the species’ range, and only poor quality habitat occurs on or adjacent to the project site, or the project site is characterized by 

features that limit the likelihood of a species’ occurrence; the project site is not expected to support these species. The species may or may not have been recorded 

within 5 miles of the project site. 

No Potential = The project site is located outside of the species’ geographic or elevational range or no suitable habitat for the species is present within or immediately adjacent to the 

project site. 
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Attachment 5: City of Rancho Cordova Preservation  

and Protection of Private Trees
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Chapter 19.12
PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVATE TREES

Sections:
19.12.010    Purpose and intent.
19.12.020    Word construction.
19.12.030    Definitions.
19.12.040    Protected tree permit required.
19.12.050    Application procedure.
19.12.060    Protected tree permit provisions.
19.12.070    Decision criteria.
19.12.080    Emergency conditions.
19.12.090    Prohibited actions relating to protected trees.
19.12.100    Activity allowed near protected trees.
19.12.110    Appeal of denial of protected tree permit.
19.12.120    Tree replacement plan.
19.12.130    Replanting security.
19.12.140    Grading beneath protected tree driplines.
19.12.150    Development control measures.
19.12.160    Tree protection plan.
19.12.170    Protected tree reports for tentative subdivision maps.
19.12.180    Protected tree reports for parcel maps.
19.12.190    Stop work order.
19.12.200    Fees.
19.12.210    Exemption of city from Solar Shade Control Act.
19.12.220    Tree stumps prohibited.
19.12.230    Public nuisances.
19.12.240    Violations.
19.12.250    Enforcement.
19.12.260    Appeals and abatement procedures.
19.12.270    Interference with authorized personnel.

19.12.010 Purpose and intent.
A. Native oak trees grew naturally in Rancho Cordova. As the area has been developed, many types of trees
have been planted. Trees are a community asset that cannot provide benefits without human maintenance,

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/RanchoCordova
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/RanchoCordova
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/RanchoCordova/html/RanchoCordova19/RanchoCordova1908.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/RanchoCordova/html/RanchoCordova19/RanchoCordova1908.html
https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/RanchoCordova/html/RanchoCordova20/RanchoCordova20.html
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care, and protection. A clearly defined, reasonable, and effective ordinance guides the growth of a long-term
community tree canopy that provides improved air quality, public and mental health, welfare, safety and
environmental benefits to the residents, businesses, and visitors of Rancho Cordova. Trees on both public
and private properties contribute to the community tree canopy and the growing of trees on both public and
private property is necessary to sustain a community-wide tree canopy. Furthermore, it is recognized that the
preservation of trees enhances the natural scenic beauty, sustains the long-term potential increase in
property values, which encourages quality development, maintains the original ecology, retains the original
tempering effect of extreme temperatures, increases the attractiveness of the city to visitors, helps to reduce
soil erosion, and increases the oxygen output of the area which is needed to combat air pollution. For these
reasons, in order to promote the health, safety, and general welfare, to preserve and protect significant
historical heritage values, to enhance the beauty of the city of Rancho Cordova, and to complement and
strengthen zoning, subdivision and land use standards and regulations, while at the same time recognizing
individual rights to develop private property, the city council adopts this chapter, establishing basic standards
and measures for the preservation and protection of trees.

B. It shall be the policy of the city to preserve all trees possible through its development review process.

C. It is the intent of this chapter to establish regulations for the protection, removal, and preservation of
landmark trees and protected trees, as defined herein, within the city in order to retain as many trees as
possible consistent with the purpose hereof and the reasonable economic enjoyment of all property in the
city.

D. In order to promote health and safety and enhance the beauty and general welfare of Rancho Cordova, it
is hereby declared to be the policy of the city to eliminate dangerous conditions caused by trees, shrubs and
tree stumps that may result in injuries to persons or property; and to protect all public trees within the city
from the spread of disease or pests. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.020 Word construction.
Unless the provisions or the context otherwise requires, the following rules of construction and definitions
shall govern the construction of this chapter. The singular number includes the plural, and the plural, the
singular. The masculine gender includes the feminine. The present tense includes the past and future tenses,
and the future, the present. “Shall” is mandatory and “may” is permissive. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.030 Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter the following words and terms have the following meanings:

A. “Approving body,” as used in this chapter, shall be any one of the following: city council, public works
director, planning commission, or the planning director.
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B. “Business day” means a day the city of Rancho Cordova City Hall is open for business.

C. “Certified arborist” means an arborist certified by the International Society of Arboriculture with current
certification standing, meeting all current renewal requirements and continuing education requirements; or an
ASCA registered consulting arborist with current membership standing, meeting all continuing education
requirements; or a Society of American Foresters (SAF) certified urban forester in good standing.

D. “City” means the city of Rancho Cordova.

E. “City council” means the city council of the city of Rancho Cordova.

F. “City arborist” is any certified arborist designated by the public works director, or his or her designee, to act
as arborist on behalf of the city of Rancho Cordova.

G. “Damaged or destroyed tree” means the cutting and removal of any protected tree without a tree permit
such that more than 50 percent of the live foliage or buds from a protected tree within a 12-month period
were removed; the cutting and removal of an entire protected tree; physical damage to a trunk or main leader
50 percent or greater of the circumference; or damage to greater than 33 percent of the root system of a
protected tree.

H. “Development project” means any exterior construction work associated with or requiring a building or
grading permit for any new building, building addition, building demolition, site grading, excavation or site
paving.

I. “Diameter at standard height” or “DSH” means the diameter of a tree measured at four and one-half feet
above natural grade, except as specified below. The diameter shall be calculated by using the following
formula: diameter equals circumference/3.14.

1. For a tree that branches at or below four and one-half feet, DSH means the diameter at the narrowest
point between the grade and the branching point.

2. For a tree with a common root system that branches at the ground, DSH means the sum of the
diameter of the largest trunk and one-half the cumulative diameter of the remaining trunks at four and
one-half feet above natural grade.

J. “Discretionary project,” as used in this chapter, shall be a project that must be approved by one of the
following approving bodies: city council, planning commission, or planning director. Discretionary projects
shall include, but are not limited to, a special development permit, a parcel map, a parking reduction permit, a
rezone, a site plan approval permit, a subdivision map, a variance, or a conditional use permit.
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K. “Dripline” means the maximum measurement from the center of the tree trunk to the most outward lateral
branch of the foliar crown of a protected tree.

L. “Easement” means any utility easement, drainage easement, sanitary sewer easement or other legal
easement within the city boundaries.

M. “Landmark trees” means any trees designated by council through resolution as a vital and historical part
of the city’s landscape such that the trees need to be designated as landmarks for protection and
preservation.

N. “Maintain” or “maintenance,” when used in reference to trees, shall mean and include pruning, spraying,
mulching, fertilizing, cultivating, supporting, treating for disease or injury, promoting public safety, or any
other similar act which promotes the life, growth, health or beauty of trees.

O. “Major trimming” means a cutting or pruning in a way which reduces the overall canopy of the tree by 10
percent or more, or cutting of roots or branches greater than two inches diameter within a 12-month period.

P. “Minor trimming” means a cutting or pruning in a way which reduces the overall canopy by less than 10
percent, does not significantly reduce the overall canopy of the tree, and does not cut roots or branches
greater than two inches diameter within a 12-month period.

Q. “Permittee” means a person who has been granted a protected tree permit as provided in this chapter.

R. “Person” includes a natural person, legal owner, firm, association, corporation, co-partnership, trustee,
receiver, utility, or an agent or employee thereof.

S. “Planning director” means the planning director of the city of Rancho Cordova, or his or her designee.

T. “Planting easement” means an area of land, usually a strip of land adjoining a street right-of-way, which
has been dedicated for the purpose of growing trees, shrubs, or other vegetation.

U. “Private land” shall include all land owned by private interest, and not designated city-owned land.

V. “Protected tree” means:

1. Native oak – Quercus lobata, valley oak; Quercus wislizenii, interior live oak; Quercus douglasii, blue
oak; or Quercus morehus, oracle oak – having a trunk diameter of at least six inches or greater; or

2. Any tree species other than a native oak having a trunk diameter of at least 12 inches or greater on
nonresidential property; or
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3. Any tree species other than a native oak having a trunk diameter of at least 24 inches or greater on
residential property; or

4. Any tree planted as a requirement tree for site development, tree permit condition, landscape plan
removal replacement, or other designated condition by the public works director or planning director.

5. “Protected tree” does not include any trees for sale within the city sold by a nursery.

W. “Public premises” includes city-owned properties, including but not limited to properties in the right-of-way
and owned or managed by the city.

X. “Public nuisance tree” means any tree or shrub that is maintained in violation of this chapter.

Y. “Public tree” means a tree or shrub whose trunk is planted in a street, planting easement, public premises,
public sidewalk, median, traffic island or any other right-of-way owned or controlled by the city through an
easement, license, fee title, or other permissive grant of use and maintained by the city.

Z. “Public works director” means the director of the department of public works of the city of Rancho
Cordova, or his or her designee.

AA. Replacement Value. For purposes of this chapter, “replacement value” shall be determined utilizing the
most recent edition of the Guide for Plant Appraisal, published by the Council of Tree and Landscape
Appraisers.

BB. “Street” includes the right-of-way width of any city-maintained street, avenue, boulevard, line, walk, road,
parkway, alley, or other right-of-way for highway purposes, as determined by the department of public works.

CC. “Topping” means a major trimming of a protected tree which reduces the overall canopy of the tree by
more than 50 percent. Topping shall be prohibited in the city, unless otherwise permitted by the public works
director.

DD. “Tree permit” means an authorization by the public works director for the planting, major trimming,
treatment, or removal of a protected tree.

EE. “Tree protection plan” shall be submitted for approval by the public works director for protecting trees
during any site development as requested by the planning director. A plan shall be prepared by a certified
arborist stating the protection, steps required and approved work within the dripline or other designated
protected areas near protected trees. The tree protection plan shall be included on all construction
documents, specification documents, and explained to all contractors and subcontractors working on the
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subject project.

FF. “Tree purchase specifications” means the specifications that designate the acceptable branching and
foliar crown, tree structure, and root system for any trees to be planted in the subject project for the
landscape design submitted for approval with a development project or building permit.

GG. “Tree stump” means any portion of the base or trunk of a tree and its roots that remain after a tree is
removed. For purposes of this chapter, a “tree stump” must have a diameter of at least six inches or greater.
[Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.040 Protected tree permit required.
No person shall trench, grade or fill within the dripline of any protected tree, or damage, kill or remove any
protected tree, or perform a major trimming of any protected tree without an approved tree permit.

It shall be the responsibility of the owner or lessee/tenant of the property on which the protected tree is
located and the person performing tree work to have the approved tree permit and/or a copy of the conditions
of permit approval at the work site. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.050 Application procedure.
Any person needing a protected tree permit for one or more protected trees shall make application to the
public works director. Said application shall contain:

A. A brief statement of the reasons for removal or major trimming, written by a certified arborist;

B. Consent of the owner of record of the land on which the proposed activity is to occur;

C. A tree inventory including: site sketch or site plan showing the accurate location, number of trees affected,
species, trunk diameter, approximate height, and approximate dripline of the tree or trees to be removed;

D. If the project involves other discretionary development, then this inventory must be part of the total
development plan and must also describe any tree or trees which could be affected by the proposed
development;

E. If the application is for the removal of a protected tree, the applicant shall also submit a tree replacement
plan pursuant to the standards set forth in RCMC 19.12.120, or as may be amended;

F. Any other pertinent information; and

G. The application and statement from a certified arborist for a tree permit shall be reviewed by staff within 20
business days of submittal. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].
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19.12.060 Protected tree permit provisions.
A. A granted protected tree permit shall be valid for a period of six months from the date of issuance. An
extension of time may be granted not to exceed six months.

B. The public works director may impose such reasonable conditions of approval as are necessary and
appropriate to minimize the environmental, health or safety effects of the development or use.

C. The protected tree permit or a copy of the conditions of approval shall be kept at the tree removal site at
all times.

D. The protected tree permit, or the conditions of approval, shall entitle the applicant to remove or trim only
the protected tree or trees approved.

E. If the tree or shrub is to be removed, grinding out the stump to a depth of four inches below grade or the
entire removal of the tree stump shall be required. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.070 Decision criteria.
Prior to the issuance of a protected tree permit, the public works director shall review the request. The
determination in granting or denying a permit shall be based on the following criteria:

A. The protected tree is found to be dead;

B. The protected tree is found to be dying, and 50 percent or greater of the leaves and buds are dead;

C. The protected tree is found to be attacked by an insect or disease that cannot be mitigated without
removing the tree;

D. The protected tree is found to be structurally unsound or presents a significant risk that cannot be
reasonably mitigated without removing the tree;

E. The number of trees on a property is overcrowded to where the individual canopy of the protected tree is
overlapped or compromised, and the removal of the protected tree would not reduce the property’s tree
canopy cover;

F. Whether or not the preservation of the tree would compromise the reasonable use of an owner’s
development of land;

G. The number of healthy trees that a given parcel of land will support;

H. The effect of tree removal on soil stability/erosion, particularly near watercourses or on steep slopes;
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I. The potential for the tree to be a public nuisance, or interfere with utility service, as well as its proximity to
existing structures;

J. The extent to which the tree interferes with efficient operation of a preexisting solar energy system or the
potential for the construction of a solar energy system;

K. Whether or not there are any alternatives that would allow for the preservation of the tree;

L. If the applicant is seeking to conduct a major trimming, the public works director will consider the type of
trimming and the effect the trimming or pruning will have on the overall health of the tree;

M. The overall impact on the environment;

N. The proposed tree replacement plan pursuant to the standards set forth in RCMC 19.12.120, or as may be
amended; and

O. Any other information the public works director finds pertinent to the decision. The protected tree shall be
scheduled for a site inspection, if necessary, after receipt of the tree permit application and accompanying
certified arborist statement. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.080 Emergency conditions.
An emergency condition shall exist when a protected tree creates an imminent and serious threat to the
health and safety of the community or nearby property. Emergency removals shall require an after-the-fact
application for approval. A permit application shall be submitted within 10 business days following the date of
tree removal and shall include a photograph of the condition requiring removal, and a letter from a certified
arborist or report from a recognized emergency worker documenting the emergency condition. [Ord. 12-2017
§ 2].

19.12.090 Prohibited actions relating to protected trees.
No person shall, without an approved permit from the public works director, do, or cause to be done by
others, any of the following acts:

A. Secure, fasten, or run any rope, wire, sign, unprotected electrical installation or other device or material to,
around, or through a protected tree;

B. Break, injure, deface, kill, or destroy a protected tree or allow any fire to burn where it will injure any
protected tree;

C. Allow any chemical, gas, smoke, salt brine, oil, pesticide, or other injurious substance to seep, drain, or be
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emptied upon, above, or below any protected tree;

D. Excavate any ditch, tunnel, or trench, or fill within the dripline of any protected tree;

E. Erect, alter, repair or raze any building or structure without placing suitable guards around all nearby
protected trees which may be injured by such operations;

F. Remove any guard or other device or materials intended for the protection of a protected tree or take away
or obstruct any open space around the base of a protected tree designed to prevent soil compaction or
physical damage; or

G. Allow the topping of any protected tree. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.100 Activity allowed near protected trees.
The following activities are permitted around or near protected trees without a protected tree permit:

A. Paving for existing streets and/or driveways under the supervision of an arborist to guarantee appropriate
measures are taken to ensure tree conservation;

B. Parking or operation of motor vehicles within the protected zone on existing paved areas;

C. Placement or storage of equipment or construction material within the protected zone on existing paved
areas;

D. Maintenance of under-canopy landscaping for nonnative oak species;

E. Maintenance activities approved by the city within improved parking lots;

F. Pruning of broken branches damaged by weather or failure;

G. Activity performed by a public utility necessary to comply with safety regulations or to repair or avoid the
interruption of services, provided such activity is done under the supervision of a certified arborist. [Ord. 12-
2017 § 2].

19.12.110 Appeal of denial of protected tree permit.
A. If a permit is denied, the public works director shall provide written notification, including the reasons for
denial, to the applicant.

B. The applicant shall have 15 days from the time of the mailing of the aforesaid notice to file an appeal with
the city concerning the denial of the tree permit by the public works director. The city manager, or his or her
designee, shall appoint a hearing officer. The appeal hearing shall be conducted pursuant to RCMC
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16.18.205(F)(8), or as may be amended. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.120 Tree replacement plan.
A. When replacement for tree loss is required by this chapter or through the CEQA process, replacement of
the tree shall be provided consistent with the standards set forth in this section. Applicants who are granted
permits to remove protected trees shall be required to prepare and implement a tree replacement plan.

B. Replacement Standards.

1. A tree replacement plan for private protected trees located on lots that include single-unit or duplex
dwellings must provide for the replacement of one tree for each protected tree removed.

2. Any other tree replacement plan must provide for the replacement of trees at a ratio of one-inch DSH
of tree replaced for each inch DSH of tree removed (1:1 ratio) pursuant to subsection (D) of this section,
or as may be amended.

3. If tree is removed without an approved permit, the city may impose in-lieu fees and tree replacement
based on the tree’s replacement equivalent, as set forth in subsections (C) and (D) of this section.

C. Replacement Options.

1. On-Site or Off-Site Replacement. A tree replacement plan that includes on-site or off-site
replacement shall specify where the trees shall be planted and how the trees shall be monitored and
maintained for a time period as determined by the public works director. The public works director may
require security to ensure that the replacement trees survive for the minimum establishment period as
provided in subsection (F) of this section. If the public works director determines that a tree cannot be
planted on site or other suitable off-site location within the city due to a reasonable site condition, the
applicant shall pay an in-lieu fee as described in subsection (C)(2) of this section into the Rancho
Cordova tree program fund, as described in subsection (G) of this section. The fee shall be calculated
as the current Rancho Cordova tree or landscape maintenance contract price for purchasing, planting,
and providing irrigation to an equivalent number of 15-gallon-size tree containers, as calculated per
subsection (D) of this section.

2. Payment of an In-Lieu Fee. The applicant may pay a fee for the loss of the trees in an amount
established by resolution of the city council. The in-lieu fee shall be calculated as the current Rancho
Cordova tree or landscape maintenance contract price for purchasing, planting, and providing irrigation
to an equivalent number of 15-gallon-size tree containers, as calculated per subsection (D) of this
section. Such monies shall be deposited in the tree program fund, as described in subsection (G) of this
section.

https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/RanchoCordova/html/RanchoCordova16/RanchoCordova1618.html#16.18.205
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3. Credit for Existing Trees Smaller Than a Private Protected Tree. An applicant may be entitled to
replacement credit when the applicant preserves trees that are on the same lot from which the private
protected trees were removed and that are smaller than the size requirements of private protected
trees. To be entitled to the credit, the preserved trees must be viable long-term. The director shall
determine whether a tree is viable long-term by considering the location of the trees, the quality of the
environment in which the trees are located, potential impacts to the trees from any proposed
development, and other factors that the director deems relevant. If approved the applicant shall receive
credit at a rate of one-inch DSH per one-inch DSH of tree preserved with a two-inch minimum credit.

D. Replacement Equivalents. The following equivalent sizes shall be used whenever new trees are planted
pursuant to a tree replacement plan or other equivalency calculation made by the director:

1. A tree in a 15-gallon container or smaller equals one-inch DSH;

2. A tree in a 24-inch box equals two-inch DSH; or

3. A tree in a 36-inch box or larger equals three-inch DSH.

E. Waiver Replacement Requirement. The public works director, in his or her discretion, may waive the tree
replacement requirements in this section, for the following reasons:

1. The tree removal is required to mitigate overcrowded, overlapping and compromised tree canopies,
and the removal of the protected tree would not significantly reduce the property’s tree canopy cover;

2. The condition of the tree with respect to disease, danger of falling, or interference with utility services,
is such that the public health, safety, or welfare requires its removal. The tree shall be replaced with at
least one tree unless replacement of the tree would be ineffective due to environmental conditions such
as disease or contamination; or

3. The tree or its roots are causing, or threatening to cause, damage to any main structure on the
property or on any adjacent property and there are no reasonable alternative means to mitigate the
damage or threatened damage while minimizing the impact on the tree. Reasonable alternative means
of mitigation include, but are not limited to, cutting tree roots, trimming the tree canopy, or installing a
root barrier. Removing, relocating, or in any way altering any main structure on the property shall not be
considered a reasonable alternative means of mitigation. The tree shall be replaced with at least one
tree unless replacement of the tree would be ineffective due to environmental conditions such as
disease or contamination.

F. Security.
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1. Security may be required for any tree replacement plan that does not include payment of an in-lieu
fee. The security shall guarantee the tree permittee’s compliance with conditions of approval and city
provisions regarding tree protection and preservation. Security may also be required at the discretion of
the public works director to ensure the completion of any additional work specified as a condition of
permit approval or other approvals.

2. The security shall be in the amount of the estimated cost of the required work. The applicant shall
include the cost estimate as part of the tree replacement plan. The terms and conditions of the security
shall be reviewed and approved by the public works director prior to approval of the tree replacement
plan.

3. Security posted on actual work required shall be maintained for the time period determined by the
public works director.

G. Tree Program Fund. A tree program fund is established for the city of Rancho Cordova for the purposes
specified in this section. The monies received in lieu of replacement of illegally removed trees shall be
forwarded to the finance director for deposit in the tree program fund. Except as provided in this section,
under no circumstances shall the funds collected by the finance director for the tree preservation fund be
directed to any other fund to be used for any purposes other than for tree planting and preservation programs
and public education programs regarding trees. Tree program fund monies may be directed by the city
council to nonprofit organizations for the implementation of programs consistent with the purposes of the tree
program fund. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.130 Replanting security.
Adequate security may be required for any project for which a permit or other approval is required pursuant
to provisions of this chapter or the zoning code to ensure that the replanting will be performed in compliance
with this chapter. The purpose of such security shall be to guarantee the applicant’s compliance with
conditions of approval and city ordinance provisions regarding tree protection and preservation. Security may
also be required at the discretion of the public works director, or his or her designee, to ensure to completion
of any additional work specified as a condition of permit approval or other approvals. The security may be
required in the following forms:

A. The security shall be in the amount of 100 percent of the estimated cost of the required work; or

B. The security may be in the form of a letter of credit, cash deposit, or a combination thereof; or

C. The security may be required whenever it appears that substantial work is required, including but not
limited to:
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1. Substantial grading is required;

2. Significant violations of the RCMC exist;

D. Security posted on actual work required shall be maintained until work is completed;

E. Any interest gained on cash security posted shall accrue to the applicant and his or her designee. [Ord.
12-2017 § 2].

19.12.140 Grading beneath protected tree driplines.
Grading beneath protected trees to be retained shall be given special attention. Every reasonable effort shall
be made to avoid creating conditions adverse to the protected tree’s health. The natural ground within the
driplines of protected trees shall remain as undisturbed as possible. Grading within the driplines of protected
trees will not be permitted unless specifically authorized by the public works director.

A. Major roots two inches or greater in diameter encountered within the protected tree’s dripline in the course
of excavation from beneath protected trees which are to be retained shall not be cut and shall be kept moist
and covered with earth as soon as possible. Roots one inch to two inches in diameter which are severed
shall be pruned and covered to keep moist or covered with earth as soon as possible.

B. Support roots that are inside the dripline of the protected tree shall be protected. The permittee is required
to hand-dig in the vicinity of protected trees to prevent root cutting and mangling which may be caused by
heavy equipment.

C. Cross-sections may be required where protected trees are located adjacent to roadways, new slopes or
critical areas. In addition, a dimension from the face of a protected tree to some critical point or line may be
required.

D. Any condition imposed by the city council, planning commission, the planning director, or the public works
director relating to grading in the vicinity of protected trees is incorporated into and made a part of the
improvement standards. The consulting engineer for the project shall verify in writing on a form to be
provided by the public works director that the grading has been completed as required by this section and
any conditions imposed. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.150 Development control measures.
The public works director, the planning director, the planning commission or the city council may mandate
any or all of the following control measures to mitigate damage to protected trees caused by land
development:
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A. No grade cuts greater than one foot shall occur within the driplines of protected trees, and no grade cuts
whatsoever shall occur within five feet of their trunks;

B. No fill greater than one foot shall be placed within the driplines of protected trees and no fill whatsoever
shall be placed within five feet of their trunks;

C. No trenching whatsoever shall be allowed within the driplines of protected trees. If it is absolutely
necessary to install underground utilities within the driplines of a protected tree, the trench shall be either
bored or drilled;

D. No irrigation system shall be installed within the driplines of native oak tree(s) which may be detrimental to
the preservation of the native oak tree(s) unless specifically authorized by the public works director, or his or
her designee;

E. Landscaping beneath protected trees may include nonplant materials such as boulders, cobbles, wood
chips, etc. Plants shall not be planted closer than six feet from the trunk of a native oak. The only plant
species that shall be planted within the dripline of native oak trees are those which are listed as low and very
low water use plants in the most current Water Use Classification of Landscape Species (WUCOLS)
published by the University of California (http://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS);

F. Paving within the driplines of protected trees should be stringently minimized. When it is absolutely
necessary, porous material should be used. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.160 Tree protection plan.
Any development or building permit project that encroaches upon the existing dripline of a protected tree
shall require a tree protection plan submitted with the project application. The tree protection plan shall be
included on all demolition, grading, construction, and landscaping plans and project specifications. All
protected trees and protective fencing or other protection features shall be shown on all project demolition,
grading, construction, and landscape plans. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.170 Protected tree reports for tentative subdivision maps.
No application for a tentative subdivision map approval for a subdivision where a protected tree is located
shall be considered complete unless it includes a report, in a form acceptable to the public works director,
which pertains to preservation of the tree(s) and evaluates the subdivider’s proposals for the preservation,
removal, replacement, or relocation of any protected tree(s) on the property. The report shall be prepared by
a certified arborist and shall include all protected trees identified pursuant to this chapter. If the subdivider
proposes any grading, land movement, or other activity within the dripline of a protected tree referred to in
the report, or proposes to relocate or remove any protected tree, the report shall also evaluate any
replacement measures proposed by the subdivider and their anticipated effectiveness in preserving the

http://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS
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protected tree. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.180 Protected tree reports for parcel maps.
No application for a preliminary parcel map approval for a parcel where a protected tree is located shall be
considered complete unless it includes a report, in a form acceptable to the public works director, which
pertains to preservation of the tree(s) and evaluates any proposals for the preservation, removal,
replacement, or relocation of any protected tree(s) on the property. The report shall be prepared by a certified
arborist and shall include all protected trees identified pursuant to this chapter. If the proposal includes any
grading, land movement, or other activity within the dripline of a protected tree referred to in the report, or
proposes to relocate or remove any protected tree, the report shall also evaluate any replacement measures
proposed and their anticipated effectiveness in preserving the protected tree. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.190 Stop work order.
Whenever the public works director, the planning director, the planning commission or the city council
determines that any permit, or variance or any action being taken thereunder, or any action under it without a
permit, is in conflict with this chapter or with the standards established by the city or any department thereof,
or ordinance, regulation, or policy, the public works director shall issue a stop work order which shall prohibit
any action thereunder. Such stop work order shall set forth the alleged violations and may list remedies to be
taken to correct the violations. The person receiving such a stop work order shall report in writing to the
officer, person or body issuing the order within 48 hours regarding the next steps to be taken to correct the
violations. Such stop work order may be extended to provide an opportunity for a hearing being extended to
the affected party. During the period of such extension, the public works director shall review the matter as
herein provided. A stop work order issued pursuant to this section may be withdrawn by the public works
director upon a finding that the circumstances giving rise to the order no longer exist. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.200 Fees.
Fees for the issuance of a protected tree permit shall be set by city council resolution, as amended from time
to time. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.210 Exemption of city from Solar Shade Control Act.
The city of Rancho Cordova shall be exempt from the provisions of the Solar Shade Control Act pursuant to
Section 25985(a) of the California Public Resource Code, or as amended. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.220 Tree stumps prohibited.
Any tree stump that is visible from the public right-of-way is hereby declared a public nuisance and
maintenance of a tree stump is prohibited. Any tree stump shall be ground down to a depth of four inches
below grade or the entire tree stump shall be removed one year from the date of adoption of the ordinance
codified in this chapter and thereafter. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].
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19.12.230 Public nuisances.
Any violation of the provisions of this chapter is unlawful and a public nuisance, and the fully constituted
authorities of the city shall immediately commence an action proceeding for the abatement and enjoinment
thereof and shall take other steps in the manner provided by law. The city may pursue any and all legal and
equitable remedies related to the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter, including criminal, civil, and
administrative remedies and penalties pursuant to RCMC 1.01.190. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.240 Violations.
A. Each person shall be guilty of a separate offense for each and every day during any portion of which any
violation of any provision of this code is committed, continued, or permitted by any such person, and he or
she shall be punished accordingly. A violation of this chapter is a misdemeanor and is punishable by
imprisonment in the county jail for a period up to six months or by a fine of up to $1,000 or both.

B. In addition to a fine, any violation of this chapter shall also require replacement measures pursuant to
RCMC 19.12.120 to offset the violation(s), which shall be determined by the public works director. [Ord. 12-
2017 § 2].

19.12.250 Enforcement.
The department of public works, or its designee, is charged with the responsibility of enforcing the provisions
of this chapter. The remedies provided for herein shall be cumulative and not exclusive. The public works
director, or his or her designee, may upon the presentation of his credentials go upon any premises at any
reasonable time for the investigation and inspection of any tree which is suspected to be in violation of this
chapter, after having given the owner or occupant thereof at least five days’ prior notice of the date of
inspection or sooner if the owner or occupant consents to said inspection. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].

19.12.260 Appeals and abatement procedures.
The following procedures shall be followed when abating or correcting a condition relative to a public
nuisance tree or a violation of this chapter:

A. The owner or occupant of property on which the tree is located shall be notified in writing by certified mail
that the tree and tree stump shall be removed, pruned, treated or otherwise abated or that a violation of this
chapter occurred and the corrective action necessary;

B. The owner or occupant of property on which the tree is or was located shall have the right to appeal the
determination of the public works director;

C. The owner or occupant of such premises shall have 15 days from the time of the mailing of the aforesaid
notice to either comply with the terms of the notice of abatement or corrective action or to file an appeal with
the city concerning the contemplated action of the public works director. The city manager, or his or her
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designee, shall appoint a hearing officer. The appeal hearing shall be conducted pursuant to RCMC
16.18.205(F)(8), or as may be amended;

D. If the owner or occupant of such premises or his agent refuses or neglects to comply with the notice or to
appeal the order of the public works director within the time specified, the public works director shall cause
the tree to be treated, pruned, removed or otherwise abated or the public works director shall take the
corrective action necessary;

E. The public works director shall keep an account of the cost of abatement and shall recover delinquent
fees, penalties, charges and costs by lien or special assessment pursuant to RCMC 1.01.200. [Ord. 12-2017
§ 2].

19.12.270 Interference with authorized personnel.
It is unlawful for any person to prevent, delay or interfere with any work being done under the provisions of
this chapter whether the work is done by an employee of the city or a person or firm performing work for the
city pursuant to contract, hire or assignment. [Ord. 12-2017 § 2].
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